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Christmas Encyclical 2008
To the Reverend Clergy, Parish Councils, Youth Organizations, 
Philoptochos Society, and the faithful members of the Holy 
Metropolis of San Francisco

Beloved in the Lord,

“And this will be a sign to you: You will fi nd the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger,”Luke 2:12

These words of the Gospel take on a totally diff erent meaning when we read what Paul 
writes to the Christians of Philippi regarding the Son of God who emptied Himself and be-
came man. He writes, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in came man. He writes, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who being in 
the form of God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but emptied the form of God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but emptied 
Himself by taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men.” Philippians 2:2-7Himself by taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men.” Philippians 2:2-7

This is the ensign of our faith. The beginning of our holy faith comes from a manger from This is the ensign of our faith. The beginning of our holy faith comes from a manger from 
poverty and humility. It springs forth from a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, without any poverty and humility. It springs forth from a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, without any 
strength, power or force. It dawns from God Who empties Himself of His power and divinity and strength, power or force. It dawns from God Who empties Himself of His power and divinity and 
from a sovereign Lord He becomes a servant. From perfect God He takes the form of a man.from a sovereign Lord He becomes a servant. From perfect God He takes the form of a man.

Our holy faith is established on the fact that the divine became human so that the hu-Our holy faith is established on the fact that the divine became human so that the hu-
man may become divine. This is exactly the mark that distinguishes our faith from every man may become divine. This is exactly the mark that distinguishes our faith from every 
other religious conviction. All other religions and ideologies desire to see the human per-other religious conviction. All other religions and ideologies desire to see the human per-
son as a servant. Our religious creed confesses a God who became a servant “obedient to son as a servant. Our religious creed confesses a God who became a servant “obedient to 
the point of death, even the death of the cross.” Philippians 2:8   Our religion believes in a the point of death, even the death of the cross.” Philippians 2:8   Our religion believes in a 
God Who constantly thinks of us, loves us, provides for us, Who does not wish to see hu-God Who constantly thinks of us, loves us, provides for us, Who does not wish to see hu-
mankind fall a second time after Adam’s fall. He is a God Who desires to restore us, to resur-mankind fall a second time after Adam’s fall. He is a God Who desires to restore us, to resur-
rect us, to make us His sons and daughters and thus “joint heirs with Christ.”Romans 8:17rect us, to make us His sons and daughters and thus “joint heirs with Christ.”Romans 8:17

This, then, is the sign, the message of the birth of Christ which we celebrate in our churches This, then, is the sign, the message of the birth of Christ which we celebrate in our churches 
and in our homes with so much splendor. This celebration is fi lled with spiritual joy, hymns and in our homes with so much splendor. This celebration is fi lled with spiritual joy, hymns 
and carols, with warm embraces and spiritual off erings. All these traditions of the Christmas and carols, with warm embraces and spiritual off erings. All these traditions of the Christmas 
season are varied expressions of this message. But the message still seems to elude us. We do season are varied expressions of this message. But the message still seems to elude us. We do 
not see it. Yet it stands right before us. It tells us that if we can become innocent once again not see it. Yet it stands right before us. It tells us that if we can become innocent once again 
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Our Church
Presidents Report
TOM KELLY

Happy New Year 
As we enter 2009 I must again remind you that this will be a challenging year for 

our parish. We are in the process of working on a new ten-year loan for our current 

building. We have chosen to continue our relationship with Granite Community Bank. 

They are working with us as we mentioned at the General Assembly in November 

and have waived the 1% fee, which will save us about $19,000.00.  We have paid 

them $4,000.00 for the appraisal and we will pay them $500.00 for the paper work. 

Our payments will be amortized over twenty-fi ve years, and if we are able to close in 

a timely manner, the interest rate for the fi rst fi ve years will be about 6%. At the end 

of the fi rst fi ve years, if the building has not been paid off , our rate would adjust up 

based on that current treasury rate. We will keep you advised as to our progress.  I 

would hope that we will have this completed by the Spring General Assembly.

As we also mentioned at the Fall Assembly, we have built in a number of fund-

raisers into our budget this year. The fi rst will be on February 14 at Roseville 

Opera House, an evening with Frank Sinatra. What a great way to spend Val-

entines Day.  You will get three hours of entertainment, a beverage and an as-

sortment of great foods. If you are looking for something to do that evening, 

what a great way to celebrate, and you will be helping your church meet its 

fi nancial obligations.  All of that and a tax deduction, what a deal!  If you can’t 

attend and would like to make a donation to the event you can send those do-

nations to the Church Offi  ce with a note in the memo line “Fundraiser 2/14.”  

We will be in need of a number of volunteers this year to accomplish our goal to 

reduce the expense line. We are in need of someone to level the land were the 

church will be and to have someone donate pea gravel so that we may walk on it 

safely. We would then be able to put a tent on it for our Festival and for other events, 

improving parking during all events. If you have the ability to help with this work 

or electrical, carpentry, paint, or fl ooring repairs please contact the church offi  ce 

so that we may get your information on fi le. When we need help with any of these 

projects we will contact you. If we continue to work together we will get through 

this year and next December we will be amazed at what has been accomplished. 

Thank you, for your continued support of our eff orts on behalf of our parish.  

May God bless you and your families.

INFORMATION

ST. ANNA GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE
1001 Stone Canyon Drive 
Roseville, CA 95661
Phone 916.772.9372
www.saintanna.org

CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION
HOURS:  Tuesday--Friday from 10AM to 3PM.

Morfoula Lenakakis, our Church Secretary, may be 
reached from 10AM to 3PM at (916) 772-9372 or via 
email at secretary@saintanna.org.secretary@saintanna.org.  

Fr. Christopher may also be reached through the 
Church Offi  ce at the aforementioned times at  
(916) 772-9372 or via email at frchris@saintanna.orgfrchris@saintanna.org. 

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES
In case of an emergency, Fr. Christopher may be 
reached at home  (916) 780-4549 or on his mobile 
phone at (916) 276-3308.  Deacon Joseph may be 
reached at home (530) 268-4657 or on his mobile 
phone at (530) 368-2716. 

PARISH LISTSERV
Stewards and friends of our Shrine may receive timely 
information via the internet.  To be included in our 
parish LISTSERV, please email offi  ce@saintanna.org 
noting “LISTSERV” in your memo.

PARISH CONTACTS
President; Tom Kelly ........................................ 916.408.5773
Vice President; Penny Changaris ...............916.791.4108
Treasurer; Michelle Ksidakis .........................916.202.8457
Recording Secretary; Bill Mueller  ............916.789.7804
Corresponding Secretary; Angie Tinios .........916.967.6435
Stewardship; Debbie Stamas ...................... 916.791.0626
Parish Newsletter; Maria Bozionelos .............916.718.7025

MEMBERS:
Dee Johnson, Greg Kyritsis, Tony Ruocco-Brown, 
Sandy Sacoolas, Connie Keriotis, David Lawrence, 
Mary Kay Vangelos Young, Joshua Trevino, 
and Christy Moustris

MINISTRIES
Acolytes/Chanters; Fr. Christopher ......... 916.772.9372
Archangel Gabriel Bookstore; 
Cynthia Sheff er ......................................................916.967.4567
Food Festival Chairman; Paul Stamas  .. 916.791.0626
Philoptochos President; Vasilki Halikas  .....916.408.0509
Religious Education/Youth & Adults; 
Margaret Mueller  ...............................................916.789.7804
Scrip; Christine Lovett ......................................916.933.5415
Website; Eric & Phyllis Wendelboe ..........916.791.5466
Website; Joshua Trevino ................................916.760.7654
Youth Groups/GOYA & JOY; 
Fr. Christopher or Deacon Joseph ........... 916.772.9372
Young Adults; Missy Ruocco-Brown ..... 530.268.4657

ST ANNA PRE-SCHOOL & DAYCARE
HOURS: Monday - Friday, from 6AM-6PM
E-MAIL: lilygallagher@earthlink.net lilygallagher@earthlink.net 
or contact Lily @ 916.772.9304

FUNERAL:

Anthony Ksidakis, fell asleep in the Lord 
on November 26. He was laid to rest on 
December 5. May his memory be eternal!

Antone Christie fell asleep in the 
Lord on December 9th. He was 
laid to rest on December 16th.
May his memory be eternal!
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Blessings & PrayersBlessings & Prayers

Cynthia, Presbytera 
Fotini 
Despina
Constadina 
Constantine 
George
Angeline 
Daniel 
Panagiota
Panagioti 
Pauline 

Katherine
Catherine 
Catherine 
Barbara
Eleni 
Eleni 
Sophia
Joanna 
Sheri 
Pari
Anastasios 

Janet 
Christos 
Angelo 
Eleni 
Gabrielle
Olga 
Gennady               
John
Antonia 
Anthony
Photini

Nicollete
Nicholas
Anastasia
Antonia
Fotini
Anthony
Shirley
Venetia 
Constantine
Timothy
Maxine

Blessings & PrayersBlessings & Prayers
Rev. Peter & 

Presyberta Victoria

Joshua & Michelle

Kyriakos & Virginia

Vasiliki & Scott

Georgine & Jeff 

Dianne & Peter

John & Lisa

George & Donna

Sukjit and Jamie

Alexander & Arete

Robert & Andrea

Georgia & Timothy

Nicholas & Nicoletta

Alex & Georgianna

Constantine & Irene 

Jim & Stephanie

Sue & Suong

Spiro & Alyssa

Nicholas & Anna

Maria 

Sara & Patrick 

Paraskevi & Michael

Nicoletta 

Spiros & Anssa 

William & Anna

Michael

Kolimira & Vasilios  

Louis & Toula 

Gregory & Sarah 

Dimitri & Helen

Fredick & Sarah 

Georgia & Phillip 

Thalia & Andrew

Polyxeni & Demetrios

Anthony & Alexis

Irene & Hector

Theodora & John

Stephen & Fotini

Patti & Peter

Lindsay & Rick

George & Androniki 

Anthony & Karena 

Christine & Guilhem 

Carleen & James 

Alexander & Alexandra

Bill & Evie

Vicki

Lori

Robin

Fifi 

Sara

Kristine & Gerry

Vicki & John

Lemonia & John

Kristine

Jason & Lorie

Aristidis & Theophany

Elias & Evyln

Laurie & Jason

Dan & Mary Beth

Andreas & Tabatha

Brett & Athina

Effi  e

Jason & Laurie

Stephanie & NIcholas

Again we pray for health, salvation, 
and fertility for the servants of God:A Blessed Feast

Blessings & PrayersBlessings & Prayers

January 1st  – St. Basil the Great
 Bill Alexiou, Bill Rotas, Vasiliki Sakaris, 

Vasiliki Kennedy, Vasiliki Iden, Vasiliki Halikas, 

Bill Bobolis, Bessie Condos, Vasilios Kalaitzidis, 

Vicki Booros, Bessie Kerhoulas, Vaso Jones.

January 7th  – St.  John the Baptist
Jonathon Rosenberg, Theofania Gianopulos, 

John Changaris, John Furgeson, Joann Georgallis,

Ioannis George, Yianni Lenakakis, John Loudaros, Ioannis George, Yianni Lenakakis, John Loudaros, 

Yianni Metaxas, John Sefakis, Ioanna Sefakis, 

Yianni Yannacakis, Juanita Harb, John Alexander, 

John Knoblich, Jonathon Kalaitzidis, John Knoblich, Jonathon Kalaitzidis, 

Joanna Mercuris-Heiland, Joanne Bakis, 

John Changaris, Jo An Pappas

Januray 17th  – St. Anthony
 Anthony Divatis, Antoneo Kounalakis, Tony Sideris, 

Tony Zogopoulos, Antonia Cole, Tony Ruocco-Brown, 

Antonio Maragakis, Antonia Rozakis, Tony Chapralis, 

Barry Daniels, Anthony Booros, Anthony Huntley, 

Antonia Huntley, Anthony GuistiAntonia Huntley, Anthony Guisti

January 18th  – St. Athansios    
Brian Mueller & Suli Mastorakis

January 22nd  – St. Timothy    
Timothy Mort & Timothy Burkhard

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, safekeeping, protection, pardon 
and remission of sins of all pious Christians, for the servants of God (names):

In January we wish a blessed 
feast to the following stewards:
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like newborn babes, it will restore the infant beauty 
of our souls. The message rings out to us to become 
once more what we must always be: images of God. 
Surely the Church proclaims this in joyful song dur-
ing this holy season as She declares, “Christ is born to 
raise the image which has fallen.” Do we hear it?

Yet, what is our situation? We continue to view life very ma-
terialistically, as we increasingly descend ethically and mor-
ally, all the while thinking that we are elevating ourselves 
socially. By doing so, we are denying our very nature. Reck-
lessly we allow this nature, this divine image to fall from 
its higher place and away from its destiny into a shimmery 
mire of greed or upon the twisted roads paved with hard-
ened sin to break to pieces, the icon fashioned after God.

At a time when the commercialization of Christmas seems 
to surpass the true meaning of this wondrous holiday, 
we are especially reminded this year of the struggles 
facing our world.  Countries are at war. People have lost 
their jobs. Families struggle to pay bills and feed their 
children. This hardly seems a time for celebration. On the 
contrary, though, we must celebrate. We must rejoice 
in this season. We must give thanks to God for bringing 
us His Son. And we must put our trust and hope in Him, 
for “with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26

This reality demands that we must allow this Christ-
mas to show us the sign, the Babe in swaddling clothes 
lying in the manger, thus telling us about God Who 
“emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, com-
ing in the likeness of man.” Without this sign, Christmas 
will be just like any other day. It will be totally empty 
of all meaning and fi lled only by other mundane cares 
which will have no bearing on the welfare of our souls.

My prayer for you is that this Christmas be illuminated 
by the Sun of Righteousness and by the guiding star of 
Bethlehem , so that your footsteps may follow those of 
the shepherds. This way you will echo their words saying, 
“Let us now go to Bethlehem , and see this thing that has 
come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.”Luke 
2:15. Only then will you be able to know the divine Babe 
in the manger, and you will recognize Him Who emptied 
Himself, coming in the likeness of men. Then you will 
rejoice that He came to raise man to the Throne of God.

My wish is that you celebrate the great feast day of 
Christmas this year with such an experience which will 
bring joy and exaltation to your minds and hearts. As 
you do, sing out from the depths of your souls the glad 
tidings of the Angels,“Glory to God in the highest and 
on earth peace, goodwill toward men.” Luke 2:14

With Love in Christ,

XGERASIMOS
Metropolitan of San Francisco

...continued from front

“A Journey through 
Greek Letters”

“A Journey through Greek Letters” is the title of a lec-

ture to be off ered on January 31 at Saint Anna’s Greek 

Orthodox Church in celebration of the feast day of the 

Three Hierarchs—St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory the 

Theologian, and St. John Chrysostom—who are rec-

ognized as Teachers of the Orthodox Church as well 

as patron saints of learning. The lecture will focus on 

signifi cant moments in the history of Greek literature 

from antiquity to modern times, and consider the 

impact of ideas emanating from those moments.   

The speaker will be retired 

classics professor Dr. Theony 

Condos. Dr. Condos holds M.A. 

and Ph.D. degrees in Classics 

from the University of South-

ern California , and a B.A. in 

French from the University 

of California Santa Barbara . She taught Ancient Greek 

at UC Riverside, at Wilson College in Chambersburg, 

Pennsylvania where she was also Dean of the College, 

at UC Irvine, and most recently, at UC Santa Barbara, 

where she also taught Modern Greek. She is the author 

of a book on Ancient Greek and Roman constellation 

myths, and  has translated both prose and poetry from 

Modern Greek to English. She is currently Associate Editor 

of The Charioteer, a journal of Modern Greek Culture.  
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Beloved brethren and 
children in the Lord, 
The great and sacred day of Christ-
mas has dawned, the metropolis 
and mother of all feasts, inviting 
each of us to spiritual uplifting and 
encounter with the Ancient of Days, 
who became an infant for us. 
As St. John of Damascus underlines: 
“By the grace of God the Father, the 
only begotten Son and divine Word 
of God, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, consubstantial with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, the pre-eternal 
and perfect God, who is without 
beginning, condescends to us as His 
servants, becoming fully human and 
achieves that which is newer than 
new, the only new thing under the 
sun.” (On the Orthodox Faith) This 
incarnation of the Son of God is not 
merely symbolical, like the other 
incarnations of the numerous gods 
in mythology; it is reality, a truly new 
reality, the only new thing under 
the sun, which occurred at a specifi c 
historical moment in the reign of the 
Emperor Octavian Augustus some 
746 years (according to new astro-
nomical data) since the establishment 
of Rome, in the midst of a specifi c 
people, from the house and line of 
David (Luke 2.4), in a specifi c place, 
namely Bethlehem of Judaea, with a 
very specifi c purpose: “He became 
human in order that we might be-
come divine,” in accordance with the 
succinct expression of Athanasius the 
Great. (On the Divine Incarnation 54) 

The event of incarnation of God’s 
Word grants us the opportunity 
to reach the extreme limits of our 

nature, which are identifi ed neither 
with the “good and beautiful” of the 
ancient Greeks and the “justice” of the 
philosophers, nor with the tranquility 
of Buddhist “nirvana” and the tran-
scendental “fate” or so-called “karma” 
by means of the reputedly continu-
ous changes in the form of life, nor 
again with any “harmony” of suppos-
edly contradictory elements of some 
imaginary “living force” and anything 
else like these. Rather, it is the onto-
logical transcendence of corruption 
and death through Christ, our integra-
tion into His divine life and glory, and 
our union by grace through Him with 
the Father in the Holy Spirit. These are 
our ultimate limits: personal union 
with the Trinitarian God! And Christ’s 
nativity does not promise any vague 
blessedness or abstract eternity; it 
places “in our hands” the potential of 
personal participation in God’s sacred 
life and love in an endless progres-
sion. It grants us the possibility not 
only “of receiving adoption” (Gal. 
4.5) but also of becoming “partak-
ers of divine nature.” (2 Peter 1.4). 

Of course, amid the global confusion 
and crisis of our time, these truths 
have a strange echo. Most people’s 
hope, resting on worldly “deities,” is 
falsifi ed on a daily basis in the most 
terrible ways. The human person is 
humiliated and crushed by numbers, 
machines, computers, stock markets, 
and diverse fl ags of vain ideological 
opportunism. Nature is blasphemed; 
the environment groans; young 
people despair and protest against 
the injustice of the present and the 
uncertainty of the future. “Darkness, 

clouds, storms and noise” (Deut. 
4.11) prevail in our world, giving the 
impression that even the light of hope 
that dawns in Bethlehem is threatened 
with extinction and the angelic hymn 
of universal joy – “Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace, good will 
to all people” (Luke 2.14) – is in danger 
of being overcome. Nevertheless, 
the Church calls everyone to sober 
attention, re-evaluation of priorities in 
life, and pursuit of divine traces and 
value in every other person of respect 
toward the image of God. Indeed, 
the Church will not cease to proclaim 
– with all the strength acquired by 
its two millennia of experience – that 
the child that lies in the manger of 
Bethlehem is “the hope of all ends of 
the earth,” the Word and purpose of 
life, redemption sent by God to His 
people, namely to the whole world. 

We share this good news with much 
love from the martyric Throne of the 
Great Church of Christ in Constantino-
ple, proclaiming it to all children of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and to every 
person that thirsts for Christ, invok-
ing upon all of you the mercy, peace 
and grace of God, together with the 
saving gift of the only-begotten Son 
of God, who came down from the 
heavens – for us and for our salvation 
– and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
and the Virgin Mary, becoming hu-
man. To Him belong the glory, power, 
honor and worship, together with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages. 

At the Phanar, Christmas 2008 
Fervent supplicant to God for all 
+ BARTHOLOMEW

Patriarchal Christmas Encyclical 
BARTHOLOMEW 

By the Mercy of God 
Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch 

To the Plenitude of the Church 
Grace, peace and mercy from the Savior Christ, born in Bethlehem
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Preschool News

We culminated our preschool year with 

a wonderful Christmas Program.  It was 

extremely well attended and once again 

everyone had a lot of fun.  

I have to say the children looked adorable 

in their angel and shepherd costumes.  

Our nativity play was very simple but full 

of the important message of Christ’s mi-

raculous birth. We plan to close Dec. 24th 

through the 26th for the Christmas holiday.  

The teachers and I are really looking for-

ward to this short reprieve as it has been a 

very busy month.  January will be a more 

solemn month but we hope to jazz it up 

a little by taking a few fi eld trips to places 

like Bounce You and open up a Dance 

Class on Wednesday afternoons for those 

children interested in attending.  Our two 

year old teacher, Miss Jamie has taught 

professional dance to children for many 

years.  She has off ered us her talent once 

a week for 45 minutes.  The cost is $40.00 

per month and the class will involve tap 

and jazz movements.  Three year old chil-

dren, both boys and girls are encouraged 

to sign-up.  You do not have to attend St. 

Anna Preschool to enroll.  Please call us at 

772-9304 for more information.  Snow-

men, winter animals and hibernation our 

some of our topics for January. We look 

forward to a really chilly but “cool” month.    

Lily Gallagher

Director

Aa Bb Cc
Dd Ee Ff

“We enter this New Year with the joyous celebration of the Feast of Saint Basil, a much be-
loved and venerated Ecumenical Teacher and Great Hierarch of our Church whose life in the 
fourth century continues to serve as a model worthy for emulation by all Christians. Saint 
Basil is revered with a special prominence worldwide in the Holy Orthodox Church for the 
saintly life which he lived, for his astonishing work, and for his acts of extraordinary kindness 
and goodwill to the sick, the downtrodden, and the marginalized.” (Encyclical of Archbishop 
Demetrios of America, 2007)  In Greek Orthodox tradition we bake a vasilopeta containing a 
coin, then slice and distribute the bread to friends and family.  Whoever receives the piece of 
bread with the coin receives great blessings throughout the New Year.  To bring this tradition 
into your home, we carry beautiful Gold Vasilopeta Coins, packaged with a brief explana-
tion.  These make great gifts for Koumbadi and Yiayia too.  St Basil icons are also in stock.

 The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany) of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is celebrated 
each year on January 6. The Feast commemorates the Baptism of Christ and the divine revela-
tion of the Holy Trinity.  For your blessed waters received on the day of Theophany, we have glass 
Holy Water bottles from Greece, beautifully wrapped in silver and topped with a cross.  

Around the time of Theophany, we traditionally call upon the priest to come bless our 
homes.  In the Theophany Icon, a replica of the traditional Greek icon from about 1600 
where St John has his hand on Jesus’ head to baptize Him.  A personifi cation of the Sea and 
the Jordan is seen in the water, “for the sea saw it and fl ed, Jordan was turned back” (Ps 
113).  Keep the remaining of the blessed water your Holy Water Bottles from Greece.

Archangel Gabriel Bookstore – 
“Spread the Good News!”

The Orthodox Bookclub – 
Our next read for January/February is The 
Gurus, the Young Man, and Elder Paisius.  
This powerful memoir tells the story of a Greek 
youth who, out of a desire to know the truth 
empirically, began to experiment in yoga, hyp-
notism, and various occult techniques. Eventu-
ally drawn back to the Faith of his forefathers—
Orthodox Christianity—he visited the ancient 
monastic republic of Mount Athos in his native 
Greece, where he was brought to a knowledge 
of the Truth of Jesus Christ by the saintly Elder 
Paisius (1924–1994). Nevertheless, believing he 
had only found “part of the truth” on the Holy 
Mountain, he chose to give the “same opportu-
nity” to Hindu yogis that he had given to Elder 
Paisius and other Orthodox monks. Thus, at 
the age of twenty-fi ve, he embarked on a trip 
to India, where he undertook his search in the 
ashrams of three famous gurus, one of whom 
was worshipped as a god. His experiences 
in India, along with his subsequent encoun-
ters with Elder Paisius on Mount Athos, are 
recounted in the present book in vivid detail.    

Popular in Greece since its fi rst publication 
there in 2001, The Gurus, the Young Man, 
and Elder Paisius is a page-turning narra-
tive of both outward adventures and inward 

struggles. What stands out most in this book, 
however, is the radiant image of Elder Paisius, 
possessed of divine gifts, laboring in prayer 
for his fellow man, and overfl owing with 
unconditional love. Through this, one sees 
the uncreated Source of the elder’s love and 
of the author’s spiritual transformation: the 
true God-man Jesus Christ, Who honors man’s 
personal freedom while drawing him, through 
love, into everlasting union with Himself.

Bookclub meets every third Thursday of the 
month.  Our next meting will be at 7pm the 
Sheff er home, Fair Oaks, January 15th to dis-
cuss Symeon the New Theologian.  Father Chris 
will be joining us to lead the discussion.  Bring 
a light appetizer or drink to share, or just come.

Your support through the Archangel Gabriel 
Bookstore helps spread the word of Or-
thodoxy in our community.  Profi ts from our 
sales have contributed toward funding the 
construction on our new property, support-
ing guest speakers, purchasing the Annual 
Ecclesiastic Calendar, and sharing Ortho-
doxy reading material with many.  For more 
information about the Bookstore, contact 
Cynthia Sheff er at casheff er@comcast.net .
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Parish Profile
GEORGE ECONOME

Parish Profi le

PENNIES COUNT

St. Anna Greek Orthodox Church has been and 

continues to be a parish consisting of many 

young people. The giving, the caring, the 

sacrifi cing, the commitments, as well as the 

participation in setting examples from these 

young and involved members of our church 

has made me feel that I needed to step up 

to the plate. Not only is our younger gen-

eration, but our older generations, have also 

been deeply committed and involved in our 

Saint Anna Church. It is the infl uence of these 

people that has inspired me to get involved. 

Many of our parishioners give of themselves, 

sacrifi cing and sharing of their treasures....

My father arrived from Greece in San 

Francisco in 1906 and always talked 

that the city was still heavily damp-

ened in smoke after the earthquake.

My Mother came to America in 1927 thru 

Mexico where her uncle raised tomatoes.

I was born in 1934, in Santa Rosa, California. I 

was the youngest of three boys. Santa Rosa 

is not only where I was born, but where my 

brothers and I were raised. I obtained my Phar-

macy Degree, my California Pharmacy License 

and my ROTC Commission at the age of 22, in 

1957. (THAT WAS COMMON IN THOSE DAYS).

My early Church experiences were primar-

ily at the Russian Orthodox Church IN Cotati 

(Now an OCA church). During holidays we 

trekked to relatives and to the Greek Orthodox 

churches of Vallejo and San Francisco (Valencia 

Street, across the street from the Levi Strauss 

Co.). Also, there were times we would attend 

the church on 5th or 7th streets... I cannot 

recall exactly, there were 2 churches not far 

from each other and we went to both.

The Russian Church, as I recall, had very long 

services with no seats and extremely heavy 

incense. The ceremonies remind me of a 

Greek wedding with its length, beauty and 

meaning; how can that wedding fail if the 

couple is able to survive the ceremony? I 

could hardly ever stray or get into trouble after 

enduring those lengthy Russian sermons.

During my tour of Duty in Peacetime Korea, 

I was stationed close to the UN Compound 

that housed the Greek Army and with them I 

would attend the Orthodox Church in Seoul. 

It was peacetime with occasional fl are-ups in 

the DMZ but a culture shock; a strange land 

and a long way from home for a young man 

with responsibilities not previously known. 

Faith and family guidance have carried me 

through a varied life of risk and reward. My 

father frequently would say that patience 

and hard work would let you have what-

ever you wanted to have in AMERICA!

I Married Marilyn at the Holy Trinity Church 

in Phoenix Arizona, when it was located on 

Virginia Street, on June 17, 1961. It was 117 

Degrees & I think that my days in the Russian 

Church helped to guide me thru the persever-

ance. My father in-law, Sam Colachis, would 

drive all over Arizona together with Father 

Poulakides, beating the bushes, looking for 

old Greek bachelors in the mining towns, and 

more remote Greek families building the coff ers 

for a Social  Hall expansion for the church.

Marilyn & and I have four children and six 

grandchildren. All of our children were baptized 

at the Annunciation Church in Sacramento. We 

had two marriages at the Annunciation Church 

with Father Dogias, (I had an accountant friend 

mention to me that he did not know you had 

to be an opera singer to be a Greek Priest). All 

of the children were educated in Folsom and 

at colleges & universities throughout the US.

I like Orthodoxy (I must have heard this some-

where) because “IN THESE DAYS OFTURMOIL,

UNCERTAINTY AND CHANGE SURROUNDING 

US, OUR CHURCH NEVER CHANGES.” Also, “IN 

THIS DAY & AGE IT IS GOOD TO HAVE SOME-

THING TO CLING TO AND TO COUNT ON TO 

BE THERE FOR ME.” “IT WILL ALWAYS BE THE 

SAME, SOMETHING SPIRITUAL TO HANG ON 

TO IN SUCH A SWIRLING UNCERTAIN WORLD.”

I give what I can give. I hope and pray 

that others will do what they can 

so that we can retire our debt and 

startthe building of our church.

Pennies Count!!!!!!!    Small amounts add 

up. My father always preached that. “If 

you save your pennies then the dol-

lars would take care of themselves.”

As a Capital Campaign committee member 

I would like to say to my fellow parishioners 

to not wait for a major contribution espe-

cially in these times but to start small and 

when possible to build upon it as fate and 

fortune allows.  START WITH PENNIES, NOW.  

We want everybody to be included be-

cause everyone contribution matters.

A note that I, or other committee mem-

bers, would be happy to assist anyone on 

how to give painlessly with “IRA required 

minimum withdrawals”, at the time of a 

sale of highly appreciated assets, install-

ment giving, or just plain giving. 

- Your Fellow Parishioner,   George Econome



8 | G E N E R AT I O N S  N E W S L E T T E R  January 2009January 2009January   |  Roseville, CA

Apolytikion in the First Tone
The three most great luminaries of the Three-Sun Divinity have illumined all of 

the world with the rays of doctrines divine and true; they are the sweetly-fl ow-

ing rivers of wisdom, who with godly knowledge have watered all creation in 

clear and mighty streams: The great and sacred Basil, and the Theologian, wise 

Gregory, together with the renowned John, the famed Chrysostom of golden 

speech. Let us all who love their divinely-wise words come together, honour-

ing them with hymns; for ceaselessly they off er entreaty for us to the Trinity.

Each of these saints have their 

own feast day. St. Basil the Great, 

January 1; St. Gregory the Theo-

logian, January 25; and St. John 

Chrysostom, January 27. This 

combined feast day, January 

30, was instituted in the elev-

enth century during the reign of 

Emperor Alexius Comnenus. At 

one time a debate arose among 

the people concerning who of 

the three is the greatest? Some 

extolled Basil because of his pu-

rity and courage; others extolled 

Gregory for his unequaled depth 

and lofty mind in theology; still 

others extolled Chrysostom be-

cause of his eloquence and clarity 

in expounding the Faith. Thus 

some were called Basilians, others 

Gregorgians, and the third were 

called Johannites. This debate 

was settled by Divine Providence 

to the benefi t of the Church 

and to an even greater glory of 

the three saints. Bishop John of 

Euchaita (June 14) had a vision in 

a dream: At fi rst, all three of these 

saints appeared to him separately 

in great glory and indescribable 

beauty, and after that all three 

appeared together. They said to 

him, “As you see, we are one in 

God and there is nothing contra-

dictory in us; neither is there a 

fi rst or a second among us.” The 

saints also advised Bishop John 

that he write a common service 

for them and to order a common 

feast day of celebration. Follow-

ing this wonderful vision, the 

debate was settled in this man-

ner: January 30 would be des-

ignated as the common feast of 

these three hierarchs. The Greeks 

consider this feast not only an 

ecclesiastical feast but their 

greatest national school holiday.

Kontakion in 
the Second Tone
Receive, O Lord, the Sacred Her-

alds who preached God, the pin-

nacle of Teachers, unto the enjoy-

ment of Your riches and rest. You 

have received their labors and 

their suff ering as being above and 

beyond all fruitful off ering. For 

You alone glorify Your Saints.

Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs: 
Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, 
& John Chrysostom  -  January 30 
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Thank-You 
Letters To Parish
Dear Father Chris, Deacon Joseph 
and Entire Parish of the Shrine of 
Saint Anna’s Greek Orthodox Church,

We would like to thank-you for the 
gracious and welcome gift you 
have given our family. The robe fi ts 
beautifully and the fi nancial gift was 
gratefully used to holiday expenses.

We are very grateful to you for your 
prayers and gifts to us. You are 
always in our thoughts and prayers 
and May the Nativity Season be 
rich in Blessings as we approach 
the Incarnation of our Lord. 

Thank-you again and we 
hope to see you soon!

All of our Love,
The Smyrni Family

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

My beloved home of St. Anna,

Where do I begin to express my 
gratitude for your continued sup-
port? It is amazing to think of the 
path that has brought me to where 
I am today. From Chico State, to 
Sierra College and now Hellenic 
College. Looking back I can see 
that my only continued home of 
education has been our parish of 
St. Anna. It is there with wonderful 
guidance and support of Fr. Chris, 
our parish family, and my parents 
that I am where I am today. And for 
that I am forever in your debt. Dur-
ing this beautiful time of prepara-
tion for the Feast of the Nativity 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, I ask that 
you keep my family and me in your 
prayers, as you are always in mine.

Thank-you for everything and I 
pray that God keeps all of you in His 
care in your continued ministries.

In Christ, Sam Johnson

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Congratulations on the new format 
of “Generations” and a special 
thank you to Maria Bozionelos, the 
graphic artist who implemented 
the change.  The new format is 
user friendly, attractive, and very 
professional.  It’s great to be able 
to utilize the expertise of our 
parishioners in such a creative way.

Euxaristo, Bessie Condos

NANNY NEEDED

Lincoln family looking 
for a part time to full time 
Nanny for 2 young boys 
(ages 2 and infant).  Mother 
works from home.  For more 
information please call 
Jackie Schwartz at 
916-543-4423.

Upcoming Events
Monthly Philoptochos Meeting

The meeting date has been changed to the second 
Tuesday of the month at St. Anna’s. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, January 13th at 6:30 PM. 
Please come and help us elect new offi  cers!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Philoptochos News 

Philoptochos would like to sincerely thank all parishioners for 
their generous donations toward the Thanksgiving food bas-
kets. Many of you brought in turkeys, and many gave monetary 
donations. With your participation, we were able to feed 40 
families at Thanksgiving. With several turkeys still on hand 
in the freezer and some of your contributions still remain-
ing, we intend to feed another 50 families at Christmas. 

Nominations - Philoptochos has established a nominating 
committee in order to fi ll several vacant offi  cer positions. The 
positions to be fi lled are: President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice 
President, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer. If you are a 
Philoptochos member, please make every eff ort to attend the 
next meeting on January 13th. At that meeting, the nominations 
will be announced, and additional nominations will be solicited. 
Once nominations have closed, we will vote for the offi  cers at 
that meeting. We would like to have as many members present 
as possible so that we can fi ll these positions by early January.

Memberships - As a reminder, memberships are still be-
ing collected. If you have not yet paid this year, you can 
still do so. The membership donation is $33.00. You can 
either give it directly to a Philoptochos member, or you 
can mail it to the church. Just be sure to include in the 
address: Attention: Philoptochos Membership.

Save the Date!!!
Please circle your calendars for a very 
special event of music that touches on 
our Greek Heritage!  

The World Premiere of “SYMPHONIC MEDITATIONS” a 
composition by Greek Composer George Roumanis, will be held 
on FRIDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 27TH AT THE MONDAVI CENTER 
in Davis, beginning at 7:30pm.

The Sacramento Youth Symphony Premier Orchestra will perform 
this moving work under the direction of Maestro Michael Neu-
mann.  Tickets will be available at www.Mondaviarts.org shortly 
after Christmas! Circle the date for this special event performed by 
one of the fi nest youth orchestras in the United States!

My beloved 
brother in 
Christ, Fr. 
Christopher, 

Your blessings. Accept 
our sincere gratitude 
for your community’s 
love as well as for the 
donation that you sent 
to us on the occasion of 
the Feast of the chapel 
of the Theophileon 
Brotherhood at the Skete 
of Saint Anna.  We send 
our warmest greetings 
to all.  A most blessed 
Christmas and New Year. 

With much love 
to all in Christ, 

Fr. Theophileos, 
the priest monk

Fr. Theophilos at his home 
on the hillside at the Skete 
overlooking the Aegean, 
with Harrison Pardini, Fr. 
Christopher’s godson, 
during their 2007 visit to 
receive the Holy Relics 
of Joachim and Anna.



10 | G E N E R AT I O N S  N E W S L E T T E R  January 2009  |  Roseville, CAJanuary 2009  |  Roseville, CAJanuary

New Scrip Ordering 
Policy for 2009

Safeway’s special promotion allows 
you to purchase gift cards and 
credit the amount to your club 
card.  For every $50 you spend, you 
receive discounts for gas and other 
items.  Furthermore, if you have 
your Safeway Club Card registered 
at www.escrip.com for credit to St. 
Anna’s you are not only benefi t-
ing yourself but St. Anna’s as well.  
It’s what I call “double dipping”.

To make your gift card purchases 
go even farther, you can purchase 
Safeway gift cards from me through 
the Scrip Program.  When you pay 
for your other gift cards at Safeway 
with your Safeway scrip gift cards 
then you are “triple dipping”.  In 
light of this, I am no longer going 
to stock cards that can be pur-
chased at Safeway such as Lowes, 
Best Buy, Ulta and Toys ‘R Us.  Of 
course, I will continue to place your 
specifi c or on-going scrip orders.  

Another policy change involves the 
variety of scrip I keep in stock. It has 
been far too diffi  cult to “guess” what 
scrip I should order.  As a result I will 
be cutting back on the variety.  I 
will be sticking to just the favor-
ites: Arco, Chevron, Borders, Home 
Depot, Jamba Juice, Longs, Macys, 
Starbucks, and (of course) Safe-
way.  If you would like me to stock 
another favorite, please let me know.

As always look for me after church 
in the hall or contact me at (916) 
996-8115 or christine_lovett@yahoo.
com directly for questions or to 
place your scrip order and thank 
you for supporting St. Anna’s 
through the scrip program.

-Christine Lovett, St. Anna 
Scrip Program coordinator

A N T O N I A ’ S  F U N D

A time of need 
for Antonia
Huntley
On September 27, 2008, 
two year old Antonia was 
found unconscious in her 
home by emergency 
personnel who responded to a 
call from Fotini, Antonia’s moth-
er.  Tragically, Fotini who suff ers 
from mental illness, attempted 
to drown her daughter in the 
bathtub.  Although Antonia was 
stabilized by physicians, the like-
lihood of her recovery remains 
in question as it is unknown 
how long her brain was 
deprived of oxygen.  We 
hope that with rehabilita-
tion, the love of her 
family, your prayers and the 
Grace of God, she will again 
possess a joyful and 
blessed quality of life.  

 “Antonia’s Fund” has been 
established at her home 
parish, Saint Anna Greek 
Orthodox Church 
in Roseville in conjunction 
with her father Anthony, to 
assist with possible medi-
cal treatments and well as 
aspects of long term care 
that are not covered by 
insurance.  If you’d like to 
donate, please see the column 
on the left for details how you 
can help.  Any donation you can 
make will be a great blessing 
to Antonia and her family. 

Finally, please keep Anto-
nia, her parents, extended 
family and all those who 
have and will continue 
to provide her care 
in your prayers. 

To help.... 
Please make your check 
payable to St. Anna Greek 
Orthodox Church fbo 
Antonia Huntley or just write 
Antonia Huntley in the memo 
line.  You may mail your check 
to St. Anna Greek Orthodox 
Church, 1001 Stone Canyon 
Drive, Roseville, CA  95661 or 
make a deposit at any Wells 
Fargo Bank branch into Ac-
count No. 5713116175. 

If you have any questions, 
please call Michelle Ksidakis 
at 916-202-8457 or Michelle 
Raines, Ass’t Vice Presi-
dent, Wells Fargo Bank 
at 916-791-3901 

The Sounds of Sinatra 
and Friends Event

Does your New Year’s Resolution 
include any of the following?

1.  Support St. Anna’s.
2.  Add romance back into your relationship.
3.   Spend more time with friends and family.
4.   Have more fun!

If you answered yes to any of these, then the timing of 

The Sounds of Sinatra and Friends Event on Valentine’s 

Day is a perfect way to kickoff  the New Year and treat 

your Valentine to a very special event.  St. Anna’s is 

sponsoring its fi rst fund-raising event of 2009 with an 

evening of great food, drink, live entertainment, danc-

ing and plenty of fun.  

Your ticket includes an all-night food and dessert 

buff et hosted by our own Angie Tinios, a cocktail at 

Dennis Augostatos’ Martini Bar, a portrait at Bobby 

Gallagher’s Photo Shoot, singing entertainment pro-

vided by The Entertainment Team of El Dorado Hills 

and dance performances provided by The Ballroom 

of Sacramento.  Add to this a chance to win a terrifi c 

door prize and your evening will be one to remember.  

Go all out in your support of St. Anna’s by purchasing 

an eight-person table that also includes complimentary 

champagne and chocolates for you and your guests!

Make 2009 the year you fulfi ll your resolutions 

and join in a fabulous fun-fi lled evening for a 

most worthy cause!
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ST NICHOLAS RANCH & RETREAT CENTER

Winter Family Camp
January 16 - 19, 2009

First Name:    Last Name:

Address:

City:   State:      Zip: 

Home Phone:   Cell Phone:   

Email: 

Select Room Package:

q  FAMILY LODGE ROOM $345.00   (For families of four; $30 for each subsequent family member)

q  ADDITIONAL ROOM $  65.00 (# of Additional Rooms:_________ ) 

q  FAMILY DORM ROOM $360.00 (For Families of six; $30 for each subsequent family member) 

q  EXTRA NIGHT  EXTRA NIGHT  EXTRA NIGHT $  60.00 per family

Number of people: 

Adults (18 and older): _______________   

Children (6 – 17): __________________  

Under 6  (No charge): _______________

Requested Lodging (Rooms will be assigned on a fi rst come, fi rst served basis): 

Lodge Room: ______________      Dorm Room: _________________ 

Credit card number: (VISA, Mastercard) ____________________________________________

Expiration Date: __________    3 digit code: ________        Mailing Zip code: ________________

Name on Card: __________________________________   Amount To Charge:____________

Please mail payment and this form to:

Saint Nicholas Ranch
P.O. Box 400
Dunlap, CA 93621

Phone: (559) 338-2103
Fax (559) 338-0065
E-mail: info@stnicholasranch.org

St. Nicholas Ranch St. Nicholas Ranch 
invites you to join 
us for a delightful 

weekend...

Winter Family 
Camp

   
Join us for some good old 

fashioned family fun!

Has life got you stressed out and har-
ried? Bring your family to St. Nicholas 

Ranch for a weekend of relaxation and 
fun. No Television! No Cell Phone Access!

We will go sledding in Kings Can-
yon National Park, have campfi res 

complete with songs and s’mores, a 
board game night, a family baking 

project, visit our beautiful Monastery, 
and let your kids play, play, play! 

Never been to the Ranch? No Problem! 
Sleeping accommodations are private 

rooms with private bathrooms, meals are 
prepared and games and activities are 

provided.  Children of all ages welcome. 
(Parents and Grandparents, too!)

When
January 16-19, 2009   MLK Weekend

Where
Just outside of Fresno, California.  

Minutes away from Kings Can-
yon & Sequoia National Parks

Why
Because you need to get away!  

And your kids will love it.

Call
St. Nicholas Ranch at (559) 338-2103 
or email :  info@stnicholasranch.org
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2008 HOUSE BLESSING FORM

Each year, after the celebration of Theophany (January 6), it is the 
Orthodox tradition to bless our homes with the Holy Water of the 
Feast.  Please fi ll out the form and return it to the Church Offi  ce if 
you would like to have Father bless your home. (Father will call 
to confi rm.) 

Name: 

Address:

Phone:                                                                   HM              WK

Directions from Church (indicate cross-streets):

directions may be emailed to: offi  ce@gosaintanna.org 

Day (a weekday after January 6): January _______

Time: _____ AM / PM (between 10AM & 5PM)  

Please note:  Father Christopher will make every eff ort to accommodate 
the date and time requested.  He will call to confi rm or reschedule the 
house blessing. 

Getting Ready for Home Blessing

Christ, by entering the Jordan, sancti-
fi ed it, and with it all creation. Material 
creation once again became “very 
good” as it was in the beginning.

The central sign of God’s sanctifi ca-
tion of all things through the feast of 
Theophany is the act of blessing the 
homes of faithful Christians. The priest 
visits all members of the Church to 
pray with them in the place where they 
live, and to bless their surroundings 
with Holy Water. He asks God to have 
mercy on the house, to rid it of every 
evil and to fi ll it with every blessing.

Thus the house itself, together with 
the living persons of the family, is 
“fi lled with all the fullness of God”.

To prepare for the priest’s 
visit to bless your home: 

q Make a list of the fi rst names of those 
family members you wish to pray for 
when the priest arrives, with the living 
and the deceased in separate columns.

q On your dining room table or family altar, 
place a lighted candle, a Theophany icon 
or icon of Christ, and a wide bowl (to 
hold the holy water the priest will bring). 
Be sure your prayer list is there, too!

q Turn on a light in each room, so the 
priest can see where he is going.

q Turn off  all TVs, stereos, and computers.Turn off  all TVs, stereos, and computers.Turn off 

q Secure any pets that might jump up on 
the priest or family, or “get underfoot” 
as you move from room to room. 
(Pets may be blessed, too!)

Everyone in the house when the priest 
arrives should gather around the table/
family alter and join in the singing of 
the litany responses and troparion.

The children may lead the priest around 
the house with a lit candle, if he permits.
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2008 Saint Anna Pledged Stewards
Alexander, Nicholas & Shari
Alexandrakis, Demetra
Antipa, Geoff rey & Antonia
Aronis, Sam and Helen
Asselanis, George & Peggy
Athanasopulos, Peter
Augostatos, Dennis & Lisa
Bakis, Michael & Elizabeth
Bakis, Michael & Joanne
Bales, Peter & Mary
Banks, A.W. &  Ann
Barakat, Robert and Marina
Bateman, Richard & Katherine
Bennison, Elizabeth
Blaylock, Martha
Bobolis, Bill & Evelyn
Bravos, Alexa
Bravos, Peter & Athena
Bravos, Thelma
Bravos, Theo
Burkhard, Dave & Cheryl
Buschman, Martin & Maria
Cambra, Paul & Zaferia
Cameron, Allan & Katherine
Changaris, Pete & Penny
Choy, Anna
Condon, Martin & Susan
Condos, Bessie
DeLucia, Paul & Nina
Demiris, Tony &Roxanne
Dermitzakis, Jacqueline
Dindio, Michael & Phyliss
Dulger-Sheiken, John & Brenda
Econome, George & Marilyn
Econome, Nicolaos & Ann
Economne, Jennie
Efstathiu, Peter & Anastasia
Efstratis, Katherine
Emmanuel, Christos & Remy
Fancher, Joseph & Margo
Flesoras, Coste
Flesoras, Dean & Angie
Flesoras, Fr. Christopher & Pres.Krissy
Fromlak, Dr. Tatiana
Furgerson, Daniel
Gallagher, Bobby & Lily
Gavrushko, Svetlana & Dimitri
Giannis, Demetrios & Rose
Gianopulos, George & Fran
Gordon, James & Despina
Halikas, Jerry
Halikas, Spiros & Baciliki
Haney, Chris & Alexandra
Harb, George & Niveen
Harb, Juanita
Hasapis, Peter & Evangeline
Hionis, Anastasios & Stefanie
Johnson, Edward & Demetra
Johnson, Gus & Patricia

Johnson, Jan
Jurrens, Jason & Sara
Kalfakis, Mike & Aggie
Kalogero, Angelo & Kay
Kantargis, Andrew
Kardous, Khaled
Karnaookh, Dimitri & Luba
Karnegas, Sophie
Karren, George & Roula
Karres, Andrew
Karres, Gus & Tina
Kastanis, Terry & Penny
Kelly, Thomas & Anastacia Mavrias
Kennedy, Ted & Machi
Kennedy, Vasiliki (Alva)
Kenton, Thomas & Diana
Kerhoulas, Bess
Keriotis, Connie
Klipsch, Anthony & Joan
Knoblich, Chet & Sotiria
Knoblich, Peter & Mabery, Darla
Kostakis, Jackie
Koulos, George 
Kountanis, Pete and Stella
Ksidakis, Michelle
Kyriazis, James & Georgia
Kyritsis, Greg & Vassie
Lambrose, Gus & Frances 
Lawrence, David & Serena
Lee-Oleson, Sandra
Lekos, Dino & Susanne
Lenakakis, Stelio & Morfoula
Loudaros, Jimmy & Denise
Loudaros, John & Rudina
Loudaros, Nikitas
Lovett, Chris & Christine
Magliola, Michael & Markella
Malkin, Jack & Christina
Maneatis, Jim and Kay
Maneatis, John & Maria
Morasch,Ben & Diana
Mort, Timothy & Linda
Moustris, Christy
Moustris-Newman, Norm & Ellen
Mrva, Angeline & Daniel
Mueller, William & Margaret
Murdock, Lee & Ann
Ojeda, Maria
Pallas, Angie
Papailias, George & Joy
Pappas, Nick & Jo An
Paraskevas, Dessie
Pegadiotes, Paul & Sherry
Pelka, Marci
Perdis, Clara
Perris, George & Erine
Perry, Chris & Jana
Perry, Robert & Litsa
Peters, Ken & Paula

Peterson, Shirley
Plakadis, Froso
Portolos, Sophie
Pualowski, Carmen
Righos, Nick
Rose, Robert & Kathy
Rosenberg, Richard & Angeliki
Rotas, Bill & Helen
Rotas, Dr.’s Nicholas & Carol
Rousos, Roberta
Ruocci-Brown, Bethany
Ruocco-Brown, Anthony
Ruocco-Brown, Fr.Dcn 
Joseph & Anna
Ruth, Barbara
Sacoolas, Steve & Sandy
Sakaris, Vasiliki 
Scarman, George
Schwartz, Jackie
Sefakis, John & Joan
Sefakis,Cynthia
Sheff er, Craig & Cynthia
Sideris, Tony & Stella
Skarakis,Gus & Susan
Skopos, Michael
Skouloudis, Marko & Maria
Spallas, Peter & Pari
Spyridakis, Drs. Styli-
anos & Klea Bertakis
Stamas, Gus & Char
Stamas, Paul & Debbie
Stamas, Pete
Stamas, Sam
Stamas, Yiota
Stamas, Zachary & Sara
Stathopoulos, Makis & Freda
Stewart, Angela
Strandburg, Paul & Kathy
Stratakos, Sharon
Taverna, Carole
Taylor, John Karl & Cathryn
Tinios, Chris & Angie
Tolliver, Zoy
Trevino, Joshua & Michelle
Vangelos-Young, Larry & Mary Kaye
Vasiliou, George & Donna
Verris, Pauline
Vournas, Georgia
Vrattos, Chris & Diane 
Vrattos, Emily 
Waldrop, Venetia
Weir, Mary
Weller, Danelle
Weller, Eric
Wendelboe, Erik & Phyllis
Williams, Manuel / Mark 
Wolf, Virgina
Yannacakis, John & Despina
Zografos, Dennis & Judith

If your name does not appear on this list, and you want to be a Steward of St. Anna, please fi ll out 
a 2008 yellow Committment card found either in the Narthex or in the Church Offi  ce.
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Budget Report
ST. ANNA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Budget Report
ST. ANNA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Budget Report
Operating Budget Income & Expenses

January - November 2008

 YTD YTD Budget % of Plan YTD YTD Budget % of Plan YTD YTD Budget % of Plan YTD YTD Budget % of Plan

Income 
Stewardship $212,808.00  $288,750.00  74%Stewardship $212,808.00  $288,750.00  74%Stewardship $212,808.00  $288,750.00  74%Stewardship $212,808.00  $288,750.00  74%

Candles $16,030.00  $22,000.00  73%Candles $16,030.00  $22,000.00  73%Candles $16,030.00  $22,000.00  73%Candles $16,030.00  $22,000.00  73%

Off ering Tray $20,489.00  $20,166.00   102%Off ering Tray $20,489.00  $20,166.00   102%Off ering Tray $20,489.00  $20,166.00   102%Off ering Tray $20,489.00  $20,166.00   102%

Interest $3,268.00  $2,750.00  119%Interest $3,268.00  $2,750.00  119%Interest $3,268.00  $2,750.00  119%Interest $3,268.00  $2,750.00  119%

Christmas & Easter Cards $1,450.00  $4,583.00  32%Christmas & Easter Cards $1,450.00  $4,583.00  32%Christmas & Easter Cards $1,450.00  $4,583.00  32%Christmas & Easter Cards $1,450.00  $4,583.00  32%

Preschool Rent $43,666.00   $41,514.00  105%Preschool Rent $43,666.00   $41,514.00  105%Preschool Rent $43,666.00   $41,514.00  105%Preschool Rent $43,666.00   $41,514.00  105%

Fund Raising Transfer $0.00   $13,333.35  0%Fund Raising Transfer $0.00   $13,333.35  0%Fund Raising Transfer $0.00   $13,333.35  0%Fund Raising Transfer $0.00   $13,333.35  0%

Scrip $1,000.00  $1,833.00   55%Scrip $1,000.00  $1,833.00   55%Scrip $1,000.00  $1,833.00   55%Scrip $1,000.00  $1,833.00   55%

Miscellaneous $175.00  $3,460.00  5%Miscellaneous $175.00  $3,460.00  5%Miscellaneous $175.00  $3,460.00  5%Miscellaneous $175.00  $3,460.00  5%

TOTAL INCOME $298,886.00 $398,389.35  75% 75%

Expenses
Pastoral Staff  $101,291.00  $101,291.00  100%Pastoral Staff  $101,291.00  $101,291.00  100%Pastoral Staff  $101,291.00  $101,291.00  100%Pastoral Staff  $101,291.00  $101,291.00  100%

Support Staff  $9,800.00  $10,266.00  95%Support Staff  $9,800.00  $10,266.00  95%Support Staff  $9,800.00  $10,266.00  95%Support Staff  $9,800.00  $10,266.00  95%

Youth Director $0.00  $5,000.00  0%Youth Director $0.00  $5,000.00  0%Youth Director $0.00  $5,000.00  0%Youth Director $0.00  $5,000.00  0%

Employer Expenses $20,858.00  $23,265.00 90%Employer Expenses $20,858.00  $23,265.00 90%Employer Expenses $20,858.00  $23,265.00 90%Employer Expenses $20,858.00  $23,265.00 90%

Diocese Expenses $21,490.00  $20,845.00  103%Diocese Expenses $21,490.00  $20,845.00  103%Diocese Expenses $21,490.00  $20,845.00  103%Diocese Expenses $21,490.00  $20,845.00  103%

Candles Expenses $4,669.00   $5,500.00   85%Candles Expenses $4,669.00   $5,500.00   85%Candles Expenses $4,669.00   $5,500.00   85%Candles Expenses $4,669.00   $5,500.00   85%

Substitute Clergy $2,950.00  $4,812.00  61%Substitute Clergy $2,950.00  $4,812.00  61%Substitute Clergy $2,950.00  $4,812.00  61%Substitute Clergy $2,950.00  $4,812.00  61%

Gift Expenses $516.87   $2,291.87   23%Gift Expenses $516.87   $2,291.87   23%Gift Expenses $516.87   $2,291.87   23%Gift Expenses $516.87   $2,291.87   23%

Religious Education $9,452.00   $10,816.00  87%Religious Education $9,452.00   $10,816.00  87%Religious Education $9,452.00   $10,816.00  87%Religious Education $9,452.00   $10,816.00  87%

Admin Expenses $29,820.00  $43,318.00   69%Admin Expenses $29,820.00  $43,318.00   69%Admin Expenses $29,820.00  $43,318.00   69%Admin Expenses $29,820.00  $43,318.00   69%

Facilities Expense $32,730.00  $38,695.00  85%Facilities Expense $32,730.00  $38,695.00  85%Facilities Expense $32,730.00  $38,695.00  85%Facilities Expense $32,730.00  $38,695.00  85%

Mortgage Interest $158,000.00 $187,000.00 84%Mortgage Interest $158,000.00 $187,000.00 84%Mortgage Interest $158,000.00 $187,000.00 84%Mortgage Interest $158,000.00 $187,000.00 84%

TOTAL EXPENSES $391,576.87 $453,099.87 86% 86%

NET PROFIT (LOSS) ($92,690.87) ($54,710.52)
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On February 3, Fr. Christopher will depart for Cyprus and 

Greece with Fr. Luke Palumbus, pastor of St. Basil Church in 

Stockton.  The reason for their trip is to receive a Holy Relic of 

St. Basil the Great which is being gifted to the Stockton parish.  

Father Christopher has been asked to travel with Fr. Luke as he 

secured the Holy Relic on behalf of the St. Basil community.  

The Relic will be formally presented shortly after their return 

by His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco. 

While in Cyprus, Fr. Christopher will be meeting with mem-

bers of the Department of Agriculture who were responsible 

for the gifting of our vines that are now at UC Davis awaiting 

their release from quarantine and future propagation.  He will 

also meet with local vintners regarding our wine production 

and visit Kykkos Monastery to document a particular Program 

of iconography for consideration in our courtyard.  

In Thessalonica, Fr. Christopher will be meeting with wood 

workers to fi nalize a style of carving for items for our parish, 

to be received ideally in time for Holy Week.  He is also sched-

uled to travel to the Skete of St. Anna to visit the Theophileon 

Brotherhood to receive icons that had been previously com-

missioned by our parish.  

If you are interested in donating monies or needed items 

for the brothers at the Skete or wish to donate items that will 

be purchased for our parish (wood carved kovoukion and 

chanter stands, liturgical items for the Sanctuary and icons), 

please contact Fr. Christopher.  

Please keep the clergy in your prayers, asking St. Basil the 

Great whose Relic they will process back to our Metropolis 

to safeguard them during their travels.  

U P CO M I N G T R I P TO G R E E C E & C Y PR US


